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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to Application # 09/899,587, filed on July 5, 2001. 
Claims 1-24 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

2. The Abstract is objected to because it contains legal phraseology. Applicant is 
reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Joan A. 
Schuller et al (US 2001/0047250), herein is referred to as Schuller. 

As per claim 1, Schuller teaches a method for producing a colour 
recommendation for a structure or part of a structure to be painted which comprises the 
steps of: a) selecting, at a user terminal and from a first database containing at least 
one image of structural archetypes stored in electronic format on storage means, an 
archetype image that closely matches the structure to be painted, the first database 
being located at a server remote from the said user terminal (see paragraph 23, where 
a user can select from web server database data elements that include room structures 
and furnishings "structural objects" i.e. structural archetypes, and decorate these 
elements with decorative materials such as paint, wallpaper and fabric, also see 
paragraph 70, for storage device to store data); 

b) selecting, at the said user terminal, a colour or colours from a second 
database containing at least one colour stored in electronic format on storage means 
the second database likewise being located at the remote server (see paragraph 9 lines 
7-19, data representing visual characteristics of decorative materials of a structural 
object are obtained from a database, where visual characteristics and decorative 
materials include colors, paragraph 8 includes a database server); 

c) applying the colour or colours at the remote server to the image to produce a 
colour scheme (paragraph 28, decorative materials are applied to structural objects, 
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decorative material includes color data, i.e. applying color to an image to produce a 
color scheme); 

d) displaying, on a display unit of the user terminal, the structure or part of a 
structure with the colour applied (see Paragraph 23, Fig 6A-6C, a user interface used by 
decorating system program to display an image of a room with different structural 
objects and decorative materials being applied); and 

e) providing information from which paint corresponding to the colour or colours 
in the colour scheme can be identified (see Fig 6A, block 618, shows color display panel 
with images of many paint colors). 

As per claim 2, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 1, where the user 
terminal is connectable to the remote server via a communication link (see Fig.1 where 
clients 1 1 1, 1 12, 1 13 are connected to web server 130 via a communication link). 

As per claim 3, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 2, where said 
communication link is a wide area network (see paragraph 3, Fig.1, shows an internet 
item 150 connecting the client to the servers, the internet inherently includes a LAN and 
WAN communication link). 

As per claim 4, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 2, where said 
communication link is a local area network (see paragraph 3, Fig.1, shows an internet 
item 150 connecting the client to the servers, the internet inherently includes a LAN and 
WAN communication link). 
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As per claim 5, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 2, where said 
communication link is the Internet (see paragraph 3, and Fig.1 item 150 shows an 
internet connecting the client to server). 

As per claim 6, Schuller teaches a method for producing a colour 
recommendation for a structure or part of a structure to be painted comprising the steps 
of: a) selecting from a first database containing at least one image of structural 
archetypes stored in electronic format on optical storage means, an archetype image 
that closely matches the structure to be painted (see paragraph 23, where a user can 
select from web server database data elements that include room structures and 
furnishings "structural objects" i.e. structural archetypes, and decorate these elements 
with decorative materials such as paint, wallpaper and fabric, also see paragraph 70, for 
storage device to store data); 

b) selecting a colour or colours from a second database containing at least one 
colour stored in electronic format on an optical storage means (see paragraph 9 lines 7- 
19, data representing visual characteristics of decorative materials of a structural object 
are obtained from a database, where visual characteristics and decorative materials 
include colors, paragraph 8 includes a database server) and applying, at a user 
terminal, the colour or colours, obtained from the optical storage means, to the image to 
produce a colour scheme (paragraph 28, decorative materials are applied to structural 
objects, decorative material includes color data, i.e. applying color to an image to 
produce a color scheme); 
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c) displaying the structure or part of a structure with the colour applied (see 
Paragraph 23, Fig 6A-6C, a user interface used by decorating system program to 
display an image of a room with different structural objects and decorative materials 
being applied); and 

d) providing information from which paint corresponding to the colour or colours 
in the colour scheme can be identified (see Fig 6A, block 618, shows color display panel 
with images of many paint colors). 

As per claim 7, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 1, where the 
structural archetypes are images of a building (see Paragraph 5, et-seq). 

As per claim 8, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 1 , where the image 
is of the interior of a building (see paragraph 6, decorating images of a structural objects 
in a room of a building space). 

As per claim 9, Schuller teaches a method claimed of claim 7, where the building 
is a house (see Paragraph 5, decorating a home). 

As per claim 10, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 1 , where separate 
areas of the archetypes can be coloured separately one from another (see paragraph 
12, decorative materials can be applied to each selected structural object independent 
of the decorative materials selected for any other structural object). 

As per claim 11, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 10, where the 
archetype is an interior of a building and the separate areas are walls, doors, coving, 
ceiling, dado rails, skirting boards, window frames, sills and fireplaces (paragraphs 6, 26 
and 35). 
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As per claim 12, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 1, where the 
archetype is an interior of a building and also contains furniture or furnishings 
(paragraphs 5, 6, 23, and 26). 

As per claim 13, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 12 where colour 
can be applied separately to the furniture or furnishings (see paragraph 12, decorative 
materials can be applied to each selected structural object independent of the 
decorative materials selected for any other structural object). 

As per claim 14, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 1, where images 
are of photographic quality (Fig 6C, shows photographic quality of images of structural 
objects in a room inside a home). 

As per claim 15, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 1 where the 
colours are assembled in groups where the colours are complementing or contrasting 
with one another (9 th paragraph; 28 th paragraph; 39 th paragraph; figure 6C, item 618, 
shows a color panel or a color picker that allows a user to choose from a sample of 
different colors available to see the displayed image of a structural object). 

As per claim 16, Schuller teaches a method according to claim 1, where the user 
can enter from his point of access, the image to be coloured in electronic form (9 th 
paragraph; 28 th paragraph; 39 th paragraph; figure 6C, item 618, shows a color panel or 
a color picker that allows a user to choose from a sample of different colors available to 
see the displayed image of a structural object using a Graphical User Interface GUI i.e. 
image to be colored in an electronic form). 
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As per claim 17, Schuller teaches a system for producing a colour 
recommendation for a structure or part of a structure to be painted that comprises: a 
first database located at a server remote from a user terminal containing at least one 
image of structural archetypes stored in electronic format on storage means (see 
paragraph 23, where a user can select from web server database data elements that 
include room structures and furnishings "structural objects" i.e. structural archetypes, 
and decorate these elements with decorative materials such as paint, wallpaper and 
fabric, also see paragraph 70, for storage device to store data); 

a second database located at the server remote from the user terminal 
containing at least one colour stored in electronic format on storage means (see 
paragraph 9 lines 7-19, data representing visual characteristics of decorative materials 
of a structural object are obtained from a database, where visual characteristics and 
decorative materials include colors, paragraph 8 includes a database server); 

applying means located within the server to apply at least one colour to said 
image to produce a colour scheme (paragraph 28, decorative materials are applied to 
structural objects, decorative material includes color data, i.e. applying color to an 
image to produce a color scheme); and 

display means located at the user to display the structure or part of the structure 
with the colour applied (see Paragraph 23, Fig 6A-6C, a user interface used by 
decorating system program to display an image of a room with different structural 
objects and decorative materials being applied); and said display means being 
arranged in use to provide information from which paint corresponding to the colour or 
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colours in the colour scheme can be identified (see Fig 6A, block 618, shows color 
display panel with images of many paint colors). 

As per claim 18, the limitations of claim 18 are similar to limitations of claim 17; 
therefore they are rejected based on the same rational, supra. 

As per claim 19, the limitations of claim 19 are similar to limitations of claim 7; 
therefore they are rejected based on the same rational, supra. 

As per claim 20, the limitations of claim 20 are similar to limitations of claim 8; 
therefore they are rejected based on the same rational, supra. 

As per claim 21, the limitations of claim 21 are similar to limitations of claim 10; 
therefore they are rejected based on the same rational, supra. 

As per claim 22, the limitations of claim 22 are similar to limitations of claim 12; 
therefore they are rejected based on the same rational, supra. 

As per claim 23, the limitations of claim 23 are similar to limitations of claim 14; 
therefore they are rejected based'on the same rational, supra. 

As per claim 24, the limitations of claim 24 are similar to limitations of claim 16; 
therefore they are rejected based on the same rational, supra. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

■ Brown (US 6,524,107), Apparatus and method for displaying room wall and floor 
covering arrangements for selection by a purchaser. 
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Communication 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mussa A Shaawat whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3785. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30am to 
5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jean R Homere can be reached on (571) 272-3780. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mussa Shaawat 
Patent Examiner 
February 2, 2005 




